530                               LECTURE XV.
lead to beatific visions of the Godhead, were strongly discouraged. The original oneness of the human soul with God is accepted by all German mystics as the fundamental article of the Christian faith, but they differ as to ttie means by which that oneness may be restored. The speculative school depends on knowledge only. They hold that what we know ourselves to be, we are ipso facto, and they therefore lay the chief stress on the acquisition of knowledge. The ascetic school depends on penances and mortifications, by which the soul is to gain complete freedom from the body, till it rises in the end to a vision of God, to a return of the soul to God, to a reunion with God.
(What is penance in reality and truth ?' Tauler asks. ' It is nothing/ he answers, c but a real and true turning away from all that is not God, and a real and true turning towards the pure and true good, which is called God and is God. He who has. that and does that, does more than penance.5 And again: ' Let those who torture the poor flesh learn this. What has the poor flesh done to thee ? Kill sin, but do not kill the flesh!'
Tauler discourages even confession and other merely outward acts of religion. ' It is of no use,' he says, ' to run to the Father Confessor after having committed a sin.' Confess to God, he says, with real repentance. Unless you do this and flee from sin, even the Pope with all his Cardinals cannot absolve you, for the Father Confessor has no power over sin, Here we can clearly hear the distant rumblings of the Reformation.
But, though these excessive penances could do no good, they are nevertheless interesting to us as